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The Right Hon. Earl GoweER, Lord Chamberlain 39 bis 


MAJESTIC Houſhold, 


The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of tuner 
Te Right Hon. Lord RAvxNSwORTR, 


Sir GEORGE PIGOT, Bart. | 

Sir FRANCis GosLiNG, Nit. and Alderman, 
Rev. Danier BuRTon, D. D. Chancellor of Oxford, 
Rev. NExw TON OGLE, D. D. Canon of Sarum, p 
Rev. WILLIAM PoWELL, L. L. D. | 
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James CALvERT, E: 
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| GEN ESIS xIvii. Verſe 22. 


Only the Land of the Priaſts bought he not: For 
the Prieſts had a Portion aſſigned them of Pha- 

| raoh, and did eat their Portion which Pharaoh . 

gave them; wherefore they ſold not their Lands. 


or moral Duty, univerſally binding to Men, ſo 
A. the Maintenance and Support of proper Perſons 
to miniſter in this, or that particular Mode of ſacred Wor- 
ſhip, muſt be conſidered in the fame View; for wherever 
the End propoſed is neceſſary, the proper Means leading to 
that End muſt be equally neceſſary. This is a Law not 
confined to any one ſingle Church, or Nation, but is en- 
graven on the Table of Men's * Hearts, that ſpiritual La- 
bourers are to be rewarded with temporal Bounty, as 
every Labourer is worthy of his Hire. And whatever Di- 
ſtinctions may be made between thoſe who now preach the - 
Goſpel, and thoſe who were heretofore ſet apart for the 


\ s the Worſhip of God is agreed to be a natural 


Service of the Jewiſh Temple, yet ſtill the Chriſtian Miniſter 


hath a Right to ſay with'St. Paul +, If we have ſoum unto 

you ſpiritual things, is it à great thing if we ſhall reap your 

carnal "_ ? And as in the Jew Church, thoſe who 
®* Seller's 25 Bilan, Page 157. | + 1 Cor. I. 11. 
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waited at the Altar, were Partahers with the Altar, that 3 is, 
had ſome Portion of the Sacrifices for their Support; even 
ud fo hath the * Lord ordained, that they which preach the Goſ- 
= pel, ſhould live of the Goſpel; that is, God who hath the 
= free Diſpoſal of all Men's Eſtates, hath given an Aſſignment 
208 to thoſe that preach the Goſpel, of ſo much out of their 
Fl! Auditors Subſtance, that they may be maintained by preach- 
q | ing it. Here then we may ſay, that our Saviour came not 
= to deſtroy the Law, but to give a greater Sanction to this 

| 


3s univerſal Rule of Equity. And the Words of the Text 
25 evidently ſhew, that this Law had its due Force among the 

| 1 Egyptians towards their Prieſts, notwithſtanding the Ex- 

| | travagance and Abſurdity of their Worſhip in many other 
0 Particulars. For Joſeph; whoſe Integrity had raiſed him 
**F to the ſole Direction of Affairs under the Egyptian King, 

| conducted himſelf fo wiſely in this Reſpect, that, whilſt a 
\" fore Famine obliged all the People to ſell their Lands to 

| Pbaraoh for Bread, yet, ſaith our Text, The Lands of the 
6 Prieſts bought he not: For the Prieſts had a Portion affigned 

| them of Pharaoh, and did eat the Portion which: Pharaoh ; 
gave them: Wherefore they fold not their Lande. 

= | | Foſeph, without Doubt, was fully ſenſible that the pub- 

| 1 lic + Profeſſion of Religion was not to be ſupported without 

| . Prieſts to miniſter in ſacred Offices, ſo was it highly equi- 
| 


— — — 


Z | table that the Lands aſſigned for their Maintenance, ſhould 
Y not be alienated to ſerve a preſent Neceſlity, though never 
3 ſo urgent; ſince ſuch a Step would inevitably ruin their 
Succeſſors, and the Offices of Rebigivn muff, in - future | 
Time, be neglected. 

The Subject which will ariſe out of the Words of the 


[ Text thus explained is, I am n ſenſible; wh a delicate Nature; 
1 | | Th but 


„ 1 Cor, ix. 13, 14. See Dr. 5 Expoſ. + Fr Biber 
Conybeart's * by this Text, | . 5 
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but it is alſo very intereſting to the eſtabliſhed Clergy, as 
it gives an Opportunity of ſpeaking of the Altenation of 
ſuch Lands, as were heretofore appropriated to a 
Uſes in this Kingdom. 
And tender as this Point may be, yet ſtill the Circum- 
ſtances of the Times ſeem to call for ſome Remembrance 
of theſe Things, and the preſent Occafion, as well as the 
preſent Text, will, T imagine, plead a ſufficient Excufe for 
entering upon an Enquiry of this Sort; eſpecially as it is 
undertaken, not from a Deſire of cenſuring the Authors of 
theſe Abuſes, but in Hopes of acquitting the Epiſcopal Re- 
formers of a Scandal often thrown upon tlie Reformation; 
and in order to have'an Opportunity of ſhewing the abſolute 
' Inability of many of the inferior Clergy, to make a future 
Proviſion for their Families, out of the ſcanty Portion at 
preſent aſſigned them as Miniſters of the Cope. To this 
End, therefore, I ſhall enquire, * 
* Firſt, into the real State of many of the Clergy, who 
have the Cure of Souls in uch Churches as are held under 
Lay-Impropriators; _ 
And, Secondly, ſhall apply the Caſe before us, to the 
more immediate Buſineſs of this Day s Solemnity. © 
In ſpeaking to the' fr/t Point, it will be proper to take 
Notice, that it hath often' been a Matter of juſt Complaint 
from this Pulpit, that, upon the - Diffolution of the Mo- 
naſteries, a better Proviſion was not made for the Perform- 
ance of Divine Offices in the ſeveral Pafiſh' Churches, 
which had been appropriated to them; and ſeveral * Writers 
have confidered this Neglect as a Scandal to our Reformation. 
But upon maturely examining into the real Truth, this 
ſhameful Omiſſion does not hang ſo heavily upon the Re- 
arten emen as Er at fut be imagined. For it is 
B 223 1 Hof es well 


* See Biſhop Tanner Preface to his Monafticon, and Burt's Eccleſ. Law. 
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well known, that the Diſſolution of the Religious Houſes | 
was an Act, prior to the Reformation of the Church, by 


a King and Parliament of the Romz/b Communion, in al- 
moſt all Points, except the King s Supremacy. And the 
Steps taken even by theſe Men in Power, were ſuch as had 
been already traced out by the Pope himſelf, in his own 


Bulls and Licences: So that however deſirous the firſt Re- 


formers of the Church might be to ſecure a proper Main- 
tenance to the Clergy, their good Intentions were in a 
great meaſure defeated, by the haſty Niſſolution of the Mo- 
naſteries, and the Sale of their Lands, at low Rates, to the 
Laity, before any regular Plan could be ſettled for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church, and the better Support of the Pa- 
rochial Clergy. The real Misfartune attending thoſe dif- 
ficult Times ſeems to have been this. The Pope, finding 
his Power begin to totter in England, by the Loſs of the 
Supremacy, and ſeeing a manifeſt Diſpoſition in the People 
to ſhake off the Tyranny and Corruptions of Rome, Gonght 
that the moſt effectual Way of ſtifling the Reformation i 


its Infancy, would be to Aiffipate the Abbey-Lands am g 


e Laity, and thereby cut off thoſe Fountains which might 
ave yielded a full Supply for the Miniſters of God's true 
Religion, and reaſonable Service. And as a rotten Build- 
ing is much ſooner pulled down than a ſound one can be 


erected, ſo whilſt the good Archbiſhop Cranmer, and other 


pious Prelates, were exerting themſelves for the Edification 
of a Reformed Church, and, in the Integrity of their Hearts, 
were labouring to provide for their Flocks that ſpiritual 
Food which endureth unto everlaſting Life, by opening to 


them the hbly Scriptures, and teaching them to Pray with 
the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding alſo; the Surveyors or 


Viſitors of the old Foundations appropriated to the ſeveral 


Orders of Monks and Friers, were, on their Part, as aſ- 


8 liduous 
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ſduous in procuring to themſelves a Share of thoſe earthly 
Poſſeſſions, which, though veſted in the Crown upon their 
firſt Diſſolution, ſoon became the Property, or rather the 
impropriate Tenures of Court-Favourites. Therefore, when 
the Men of the New Learning, (as the Reformers were 
called) had finiſhed the great Work of Reformation, in 
things more immediately pertaining to Religion; moſt of 
the appropriated Churches, and Tythes, were ſecured to the 
Laity, either by Patent, or Parliament; and the parochial 
Clergy {till laboured under the Yoke of Oppreſſion, only 
with this Difference. While the Monaſteries continued, they 
received their Portion from their Maſters the Dominicans, 
Carthufians, Benedictines, and a Multitude of other Religious 
Orders; whereas, upon diſſolving theſe Societies, they chang- 
ed only the Name of their Pay-Maſters, being Vicars and 
Curates of Pariſhes under Lay-Rectors of the Nobility, Gen 
tp, and Commonalty, with much the ſame ſcanty. ee 
for their Support. 
Many of theſe Poſſeſſions, it is true, {till continued in the | 
Hands of the Crown, after the Death of Henry the Eighth; . 
but the Minority of Edward the Sixth gave an Opportunity 
for more Alienations; and the Reformation in Religion was 
very near being extinguiſhed by the Perſecutions i it met with 
in the Reign immediately following that, of this hopeful 
young Prince, (who was the Wonder of the Age) had not 
thoſe Flames which conſumed the Bodies of Rzdley and La- 
timer, according to the Prediction of one of theſe dying Mar- 
tyrs *, Lit up, in the ſucceeding reſplendent Reign of Eli- 
. ſuch a Candle by God's Grace in England, as I truſt 
ſhall never be put out. Doubtleſs the Courage and Con- 
ſtancy with which theſe Prelates, as well as the good Arch- 


biſhop Cranmer, en ſuch wier Sufferings, under 
Mary's: 


o Riis Life of Ren Ridley, Page 668. 
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Mary's blood-thirſty Reign, could not fail of working i in 
Mens Hearts a full Perſuaſion of the Truth to which they 
'bore ſo noble a Teſtimony: Yet ſtill the cutting off theſe 
'great Inſtruments of Reformation in Religion, did, for a 
ſhort Period, hinder the Progreſs of this arduous Under- 
taking. On the other Hand, thoſe expeditious Men, who 
were buſted in diſſolving the Religious Houſes, met with 
very little Interruption; by which Means it unhappily fell 
out, that when the Doctrines and Worſhip of the reformed 
Church were firmly ſettled, in the Reign of Elzabeth, the 
Fund which ought to have been appropriated to the Uſe of 
God's lawful Miniſters, was promiſcuouſly ſcattered abroad 
among ſuch as entered into Communion with the Church 
of England, and ſuch as obſtinately adhered to the Religion 
of Rome. And, even during the Government of this glorious - 
"Queen, ſome Perſons of great Authority, under falſe Pre- 
tences of preſerving the Rights of the Church, were con- 
verting the Remainder of her Revenues to their own private 
Advantage; and would have made ſtill further Breaches in 
the Vineyard, had not the truly zealous Archbiſhop 
Whitgift ſtood in the Gap, and bravely, yet with the great- 
eſt Duty and Deference to Majeſty, ſet before the Queen 
the many unhappy Conſequences that muſt enſue, if ſhe did 
not immediately put a ſtop to ſuch dangerous Proceedings. 
Madam, ſays this good Prelate, Religion is the Foun- 
dation and Cement of human Societies: And when they 
that ſerve at the Altar ſhall be expoſed to Poverty, then 
Religion itſelf will be expoſed to Scorn, and become con- 
temptible; as you may already obſerve 1 in too many poor * 
Vicarages in this Nation.“ 
From this State of the Caſe it is a that the Neglect 
to make a better Proviſion for the Performance of Divine 
| Offices, 


* Life of Hooker annexed to his is Bud Poly. 
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Offices, in the ſeveral Pariſh Churches which - had been 
appropriated to the Monaſteries, cannot be ſo far ſaid to 
be a Scandal to our Reformation, as if it was intentionally 
omitted, or could have been prevented by the Epiſcopal 
Reformers: But the Scandal ſeems rather to belong to thoſe 
avaricious Men in Power, who had their own Intereſt moſt 
at Heart, and took an Opportunity of the Confuſion of 
the Times to get faſt hold of the parochial Tythes, paying 
no Regard to thoſe who were to have the future Care of 
the Churches. And when once theſe Lay-Impropriations 
had obtained the Sanction of Parliament, it would have 
been a vain Attempt in thoſe pious Men, whoſe firſt 
Thoughts had been taken up in more religious Concerns, 
_ afterwards to have endeavoured to overturn Rights ſo 
ſtrongly ſecured. They, without Doubt, ſaw plainly the 
Diſtreſs which muſt attend many of thoſe, who were. to 
miniſter in holy Things, and yet they law. alſo that it was 
too late to procure a Remedy. | 

But theſe are not all the Evils wading this — 1 5 
Neglect. There is another ſtill behind, which was not ſo 
ſenſibly felt when firſt it took Place, but by Length of 
Time is indeed become very grievous. What I mean, is 
the great Injury done to the Rights of the parochial Clergy, 
by changing the Vicar's Portion of Glebe, and predial 
Tythes, into a certain pecuniary Stipend, and ſuffering the 
ſmall Tythes to ſink into what the Law calls a Modus. 

This artful Contrivance, it is true, derived its Original 
from monaſtic Oppreſſion, but the Continuance of it is 
ſupported by ſuch Authority, as cannot prudently be con- 
teſted, though the Conſequences of it may be lamented. 
For by fixing the Vicar's Portion, which was generally a 
third Part of the Tythes, to an unalterable Sum of Money; 


the Lay- Rector not only reaps the — of Improve- 
ment. 


2 
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ment from his own two Portions, but from that alſo which 
belongs to the Vicar. Therefore, if it be ſuppoſed, that 
the Vicar's Third was ſettled at ten Pounds a Year, at the 
Time of the original Compoſition, the Decreaſe of the 
Value of Money hath been ſo great, and the ſeveral Pro- 


ducts of the Earth have advanced ſo much in their Price, 


that, in a Multitude of Inſtances, thoſe pecuniary Stipends, 
which were at firſt conſidered asa Third, are at preſent but 
a thirtieth Part of the real Value of the een Glebe, 
and Tythes. 

This is truly a Har aſhip, and of ſuch a Nature that, 
I fear, the moſt ſanguine Hopes cannot promiſe a general 
Redreſs ; yet ſtill the taking Occafion on this, our folema 
Feaſt Day, to repreſent theſe Grievances to Perſons, who 
have not Leiſure to examine into them, may, in ſome par- 
ticular Inſtances, be attended with good Effect; and if 
Lay-Impropriators can be prevailed upon candidly to con- 
{ider the preſent State of the Caſe, they will at leaſt pay 


with Chearfulneſs the utmoſt Farthing of that poor 


Pittance which remains to the parochial Clergy. . May 
I not ſay too, that where the Right of preſenting to the 
Vicarage is annexed to the Impropriation, the Perſon who 
ſtyles himſelf a Patron, will call to Mind that this is a 
Name which carries with it an Idea of paternal Regard for 
thoſe who are taken under its Protection? If, therefore, a 
Son of the Church aſk Bread of any Man that is a Patron, 


ill be for Bread give him a Stone? Will he leave. him no- 


thing to live upon but the * Stones of the Church to which 
he hath preſented him? Or if he aſe a Fiſh, will he give him 
4 Serpent ? Will he ſting his ee Heart with the un- 


| | juſt 
* Beneficium a duro Nomine malignè collatum, - apud Senecam Fabius 
Verrucoſus panem 94 £20 vocavit : Dicitur etiam apud Fhædrum 2 


Memini qui 
Me Saxo petierint, quis Panem dederit. 


4 5 
0 


) 


the Sons of the CLzRGy, 13 


juſt Upbraidings of Ingratitude, becauſe he cannot pati- 
ently ſubmit to let his Patron win from him the very 
Gleanings of the Harvelt ? bh 

But if it be a vain Expoſtation to think of curing paſt 
Evils, we may at leaſt learn to be cautious for the future : 


And as Agriculture is now become an Object of Attention 
among Perſons of ſuperior Rank, and the Legiſlature hath 


of late thought proper to give Encouragement to the Im- 


provement of Lands by Incloſure, it is preſumed that the 


Prelates of our Church, who on all Occaſions are ready to 
aſſiſt the inferior Clergy to the utmoſt of their Power, will 
think it right to guard, as much as poſſible, againſt pecu- 
niary Compoſitions in Lieu of Tythes, leſt what may be ſet- 
tled by Parliament as an Equivalent at preſent, ſhould, in 
future Times, be ſubject to the ſame Compliant as the * 
Compoſitions are at this Day. 

But whilſt we are here lamenting the inevitable Diſtreſies 


which attend many of the poor Vicars, it is proper to con- 


feſs alſo the Obligations ſome of them are under for thoſe 
Augmentations, which, from Time to Time, have been 
made, by Means of the Bounty of Queen Anne, as well as 
by the private Benefactions both of Clergy and Laity. And 
in this Liſt of Benefactors, the Prelates of the Church are 
ſo numerous, if we look upwards from this Day to that 
Period of Time, when the Reformation in Religion was 
quietly ſettled, that the naming a few of them would be 
doing Injuſtice to the reſt. But if any Man. will be at the 


Pains to conſult the ſeveral Writers upon this Subject, he 
will find that both the Pens, and Purſes, of this reſpectable 


Order of Men have been generouſly, and wiſely employed 


to the Relief of theſe Neceſſities. And when the unpreju- 
| diced Mind hath fatisfied itſelf of the a of thas a har. 225 
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„ A SR NON preached before 
it will probably draw this Concluſion; that the * Increaſe 
of the Prelacy out of the Revenues of thoſe Monaſteries 
which were firſt diſſolved, was a very happy Circumſtance 
for the inferior Clergy of the Church of England ; ſince, 


without this additional Strength, it is probable that the 


Power of Rome _—__ have ee cls agen to grapple 
with. hy; 93 2 OAT 

And as our Gratitude i is desde art to ry Faithful 
Guardians of the Church, fo are we indebted to ſeveral of 
the Laity alſo for their diſtinguifhed Zeal; and Charity in 
ſo good a Cauſe. In this Point of View, Sir Henry Spelman 
is eminently conſpicuous, to whom the Clergy are not only 
indebted for the Augmentation of ſeveral Vicarages; but for 
his able Pen, by which he prevailed upon many Perſons to 
reſtore the + Impropriations, in their Poſſeſſion, to the Ser- 
vice of the Church; particularly Sir Ralph Hare, and Sir 
Roger Townſhent, Knts. who reſtored ſeveral Impropriations 
in Norfolk; Sir William Dodington of Hampſhire, who re. 
ſtored fix Impropriations of the yearly Value of above Six 
Hundred Pounds; Richard Knighthy, Eſq; who reſtored 
two Impropriations in Northamptonſhire; Lord Hicks, Vil- 
count Camden, who did the ſame in ſeveral Counties; and 
let me add one reſpectable Name more, though it does not 
coincide in the ſame Point of Time, namely, that of the 
Right Honourable Simen Lord Digby, who reſtored two 
Impropriations in Warwickſhire of conſiderable Value, which, 


ma ſolemn Paper fiat! by himſelf, and Reh after 


his 


4 King Henry vm. founded fix new Bifhopaicks; via. 1— 
(which was changed by Queen Elizabeth into a Deanry and twelve Pte. - 
dends, and Salaries for a School Maſter, Uſher, c.) Peterborough, Che e/ter, 
Gloucefler, Briſtol, and Oxford. (Biſhop Tamer' 5 Preface to his Notitia Mo- 


naſlica, Page 39.) 
+ See Biſhop Kennet's Caſe of Impropriations, under the Reigns of 


Charles the Firſt and Second, 


the Sons. Ov CI ERV. | 15 


his Death, he declared * did belong to the Church * ſeveral 
Titles, and ought not to be 401ith-beld from it. 
Theſe are noble Inſtances of Piety towards God, and a 
generous Affection to the Church of England, whoſe Mi- 
niſters muſt ever remember with Gratitude ſuch laſting 
Benefactors. Moſt of the Reſtitutions here mentioned were 
made in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, and probably 
were at firſt ſuggeſted to the Minds of theſe good Men, upon 
the Failure of a Project which had been attempted ſoon 
after this virtuous and pious Prince was ſeated on the 
Throne. The King having expreſs d to his firſt Parliament 
a Deſire of making a better Proviſion for the inferior Clergy;? 
a voluntary Society of private Perſons was too eagerly en- 
tered into for railing Contributions; in order to purchaſe” 
— rar ge and, reſtore” them to the r 
Clergy. > YA 90 ; 
But as Zeal, - even in a aged id often fails of ar- 
riving at the End propoſed, by being too haſty in the Pur 
ſuit, o it happened with Reſpect to theſe well-deſigning 
Men. For not procuring, in the firſt Place, the King's 
Letters Patent, or the Sanction of Parliament for their-Pro- 
ceedings, this laudable Undertaking proved abortive, and 
the Projectors fell under the + Cenſure of the Law. But 
had they acted under legal Authority, a + Church Hiſtorian 
tells us that it was believed, that, in the Space of fifty Years, ' 
they would rather have wanted 'more * to 
Purchaſe, than n to buy them with. n 
C WW e e But 
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+ The Defe& in this Scheme, was Sees want of a . to au- 8 
thorize them in the Execution of their good Intent: They acted by a pri- 
vate Deed of Feoffment only, without being legally made a Body Corporate, 
and in Conſequence of this falſe Step, Mr. Attorney General N brought 
an Information into the Exchequer in Hilary. Term, 1632. | 

dee mn 5 Caſe of "_— Page 200. 
1 Fuller's Ch. Hiſtory, Cent, 755 
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16 ASERERMON preached before 


But if a Deſign, which at that Time met with ſuch ge- 


neral Encouragement, could be regularly, and legally con- 
ducted in this our Day; if the groundleſs Jealouſies, and 
unreaſonable Prejudices of Men, could be brought to ſub- 
ſide, what is it that we might not hope to ſee effected under 


the Auſpices of our moſt gracious Sovereign, who feels ſuch 
a tender Concern for his faithful Subjects, as makes him * 


anxious to provide for every poſſible Event which may affett their - 


future Happineſs, or Security. Theſe are his own Words 


to his preſent Parliament, and as every Well-wiſher to theſe 
Kingdoms muſt make it his fervent Prayer that the parti- 
cular + Event, pointed out by himſelf, may be far removed: 
from him, and that he may live to ſee his Chrildrens Chil- _ 
dren; yet it cannot but be a ſincere Comfort to all Ranks 
and Orders of Men amongſt us, to receive from his own 
faithful Lips ſuch hearty Profeſſions for the Welfare and 
Preſervation of our happy Conſtitution in en and 
State. 8 r 
But till the defirdble Porto 3 come, he the perlhug 
Wants attending many Miniſters of the Church of England 
ſhall find Relief, they muſt be the unavoidable Forerunners 
of another more affecting Scene of Diſtreſs, which I ſhall 
r.ow ſet before you. For if fo poor a Proviſion be made 
ſor thouſands of the eſtabliſhed Clergy, and they have no 
Means of Support, excluſive of their ſcanty Allottment out 
of the Impropriations, how is it poſſible for theſe Men to 
ſecure to their Families a ſuitable Maintenance, i in Caſe of 
their own Deceaſe? 
It is enough, nay ſometimes more than enough, to pro- 
vide Food convenient for them during Life; how poignant 


then muſt the Sufferings of the ſurviving Family be, when 


the Death of him, who with the utmoſt en ſuſtained 
it, 


1 King O Speech to his Parliament, April 24, 125 5. 
+ His Majeſty, in the Speech referred to, recommends to his Parliament 


| the ſectling of a Regency in Caſe of his Death. 


* 


tbe Son $ of the CLERG 7. 5 17 
it, unavoidably takes away from the afflicted Widow, and 


her helpleſs Infants, every Means of procuring the firſt Ne- 


ceſſaries of Life. To add to theſe ſevere Preſſures, her Ha- 
bitation too muſt he made void, in order to give Place to 
the ſucceeding Paſtor, ſo that ſne and her little ones have 
not where to lay their Heads. And though this Succeſſor 
of her departed Huſband, cannot but ſincerely feel for the 
Neceſlities of ſuch innocent Sufferers, yet the juſt Calls of 
his own Family may put it out of his Power to do with his 
Hand what his Heart ſtrongly dictates to him. 

This is a Scene of Wretchedneſs indeed, and theſe Mis 
fortunes proceeded from no Fault, no Miſconduct, either 
in him who had heretofore the Overſight of the Flock, or 

in her who is now bathing his breathleſs Corpſe with her 
Tears. Their joint Endeavours could, with the utmoſt 
Oeconomy, provide nothing more than daily Food and 
Raiment for themſelves, and their Offspring, out of the 
Portion aſſigned to this Labourer in the Goſpel; and he 
could not work a Miracle, and command the Stones of the 
Temple to be made Bread, in order to provide future Suſ- 

tenance for his Family. = 
| "Where then are thoſe who 4 e eee 
cour? To vou, whoſe Bowels are moved for them, whoſe 
Hearts and Hands are ready to protect and comfort them. 


And vrhilſt your charitable Thoughts are directed towards. 


theſe Objects, you will undoubtedly conſider their Caſe as 


calling for uneommon Marks of Benevolence, and a pe- 


culiar Tendernefs in the Manner of beſtowing your Bounty. 
Perfons, like many of theſe, well-born, and liberally edu- 
cated, muſt: feel a ſecret Pain, without meriting the 
Charge of Pride, at the Thoughts of depending upon the: 
Charity of others for their daily Bread. To prevent theſe 


uneaſy Senſations as much as poſſible, the Deſcendants of 
| the: 
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| 18 ASEM N preached 5 


the Clergy, united with other Perſons of Diſtinction, whom 
Providence hath bleſſed with Affluence; have, in their 
Turns, become Conductots of this noble Charity; and, 


without ſubſtracting a ſingle Mitè from theſe annual Con- 


tributions, have, from Time to Time, diſcharged mn! Ex- 


pences of this Day's Feſtival. | 
Some, it is true, have found Fault with this Inftaned of 
Generolity, ſaying, to what Purpoſe is this Waſte ? "Theſe 


annual Sums would have amounted to much, and might 


have been given to the poor Widows and Orphans. From 


a ſincere Deſire that there ſhould be no Murmurings, or 
Complainings againſt this our Feaſt of Charity, give me 
Leave to reply to theſe Objectors, that as the loweſt of the 


Clergy, are too often treated with undeſerved Contempt, 


merely on Account of their Poverty; ſo this Tribute of 


Bounty and Gratitude, from thoſe whoſe Lot has fallen on 
fairer Ground, is of real Benefit, if conſidered in no other 


Light, but that of paying a Mark of public Reſpect to a 
Profeſſion, which peer ever to be held in the nn 
Eſteem. | 

The annual Collections 2 by the Soha, "ARR 
uſually been employed, in placing out the Children of. the 


Clergy Apprentices to ſome Trade; and perhaps it may be 
thought by ſome, that theſe Helps, added to the yearly . 


Income of the * Corporation Fund, maybe an ample Sup- 
ply for the Wants I have been fetting before you. But 
great as the Sum may at firſt appear, when it comes to be 
ſhared out to the Multitude of diſtreſſed Objects, it may 
truly be ſaid, what is this among ſo many? For ſuppoſing 
only five hundred Widows of the Clergy to ſtand at preſent 

| i 45 5 5 on 


* See the AbſtraR of the Charter, printed at the End of this Sermon. 
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on the Corporation Liſt, which is far ſhort of the * real | 
Number: And yet an annual Penſion of fix Pounds to each 
of theſe will amount to three thouſand Pounds. Andif we 


allow two Children in a Family, one with another, this 
mighty Sum will afford but forty Shillings 'a Year for the 


: Maintenance of each Individual. You {ee therefore how 
| large a Supply i is neceſlary for theſe Demands; and had the 
Corporation twice the Revenue they have at preſent, they 


would eaſily know where to beſtow it with Propriety., 
| Surely then, as it would cut you to the Heart, to pre- 
ſent this numerous Tram of innocent Sufferers to- open 
View, your own rational Reflections, your -own tender 
Senſations; ' your own Humanity, which teaches yqu to 


feel for every Diſtreſs incident to human Nature, will ſug- 


geſt to you that hitherto you have not ſufficiently conſidered 
theſe peculiar Wants, and will prompt you to freſh Marks 
of Beneficence towards theſe fatherleſs Childre en, and de- 
ſolate Widows ; whom the World itſelf, in Honour to the 
Deceaſed, and to the Church of God, will not permit to 
be put upon the Level with other Peor,-nar to-partake of 


the common Methods of Support and Education. And 
whatever your Hand fall heſftow upon this Heuthaſd of 


Faith, be aſſured that Þ Gall is not rene e he will 


forget your Horb and Labour of Love, which Tobe ye have 
ſhewed foward his Name, who have ee % the Ss oO 


a. 


and yet do minifter. yy „ 


— N : , * 


* Tt appears by the printed Lit bf Wiles, d Yivered at the Feaſt ar 
Merchant 7. aylors Hall, after this Sermon was preached, . the Num- 
ber of Widows is at preſent upwards of 609. | 1 
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© 0 
1723 — 382 6 o 1746 — 922 10 6 
1724 — 566 10 © 1747 — 1862 2 0 
1725 — 630 5 © {4 * 916 6 6 
1726 — 575 4 © 1749 — 985 12 6 
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1728 — 579 17 9 1751 — 1167 19 © 
1729 — $523 611 1752 — 1101 18 6.. 
1739 — 722 6 4 1753 — 1063 2 6 
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A LIST of the annual Amount of this Charity, alf conplear 


as could be procured, commencing with 1721. By which 

will be percei ved, how much in general the Charity bas in- 

creaſed from the Approbation and Bounty of the Public, and 

which, it is hoped, it will continue to do, ſo as to equal the 

Wants of thoſe whom it was calculated fo 1 for. 
1 | 3 

| 1744 - — 848 16 


1722 — 328 16 1745 — 1044 0 


1762 — 836 13 
1763 — 1224 14 
1764 — 1009 2 
1765 — 1086 11 1 


1739 — 912 11 
1740 — 704 I 
1741 — 834 2 
pt — 866 6 


r e 819 855 


i 


ul 5 


. B. The whole Money, dollected on this Occaſion, is 


diſpoſed of by the Stewards within the Vear, in placing 
out the Children of poor Clergymen Apprentices: 
Whereby Fiſty-to were provided for in the Courſe of 
the Jaft Year. 


[=] 


1 


An Abſtract of * CHARTER Gn by bis 


late Majeſty King Charles II. (of ever Bleſſed 
Memory) for erecting a Corporation for Relief of 
the Poor Widows and Children of CLERGY- 
MEN, dated July, I, 1678. 


H I aid iow Majeſty having taken Notice, That divers : 


raritable Perſons had appeared very forward in 


Contributing to the Relief of fuch of the Widows and 
Children of Loyal and Orthodox Clergymen, as were Poor ; 


and the good Effect the ſame had: And taking into his 
Prineely Conſideration, the Great Sufferings of many of the 
Clergy of England for their Loyalty, was graciouſly pleaſed, 
by his CHARTER, under the Great Seal of England, to 
Qrdain, Conſtitute, and Grant, That the Perſons therein 
named, and their Succeſſors (to be Elected as is therein ex- 
preſſed); Be one Body Politick and Coꝛpoꝛate, — 
the Name of the Governoꝛs of the Charity — 
the Reliet ot the pooꝛ Widows and Children of 
Clergymen. And —— by the ſame Name they ſhodld 
haye perpetual Succeſſion ; and be capable to Purchaſe, 

Have or. Take Manors, Lands and Hereditaments, Sc. 
not excceding the yearly Value of Two Thouſand Pounds; 


and all Manner of Goods and Chattels, and to diſpoſe 


thereof: And by that Name to plead and to be impleaded 
in all Actions, c. And to act all other Matters and Things, 


as fully as any other Body Politick in this Realm can do: 


And that the faid Governors. ſhould have. one. e 


| * 


And his ſaid late Majeſty did further grant to the bald 
Schemer, That there eh be a a Preſident, Vice Preſi- 
| dent, 
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os Three Treaſurers, and Forty-two Aſſiſtants, Mem- 


bets of the ſaid Corporation ; and that they, or any five 
of them (whereof the Preſident, Vice-Preſident, or one of 


the Treaſurers to be one) ſhould be called, The COURT of 


ASSISTANTS of the ſaid Corporation; who ſhould. have 
the Management of all the Affairs of the ſaid Corporation; 
and ſhould make Laws and Ordinances for the good Go- 


vernment thereof, as well i in Matters concerning the Cor- 
- poration, as in electing of Officers, and Management of 


their Revenues; and impoſe Penalties on the Offenders 


_ againſt the ſaid Laws, and recover the ſame . Oi: of 


the ſaid Corporation. 
And therein it is appointed, That the Parfors Ab 


conſtituted to be Firſt Prefident, Vice-Preſident, Trea- 


ſurers, and Firſt Aſſiſtants, ſhould:continue in their re- 


ſpective Places, until the ſecond Thurſday in November 1679, 


and from thenceforth -until there ſhould be a new Choice 
made of Perſons to ſucceed thnem. 


And that on every ſecond Thurſday in Noveniber beer 
(or oftener, if there be Occaſion) there ſhould be a general 
Aſſembly of the ſaid Governors: And the Major Part of the 


Members then preſent, might chooſe a Preſident, Vice- 


Preſident, Three Treaſurers, and Forty-two Aſſiſtants, 


who ſhould continue for the Vear following: And that in 


Caſe of the Death of any of the ſaid Officers within the 


Vear, others might be choſen at a General An "in 


their Places. 


And that ſuch General Afembly might elect fach other 
Perſon or Perſons to be Members and Governors of the 
ſaid Corporation, as they, or the greateft Part of them, 
ſhould think fit. 

P2ovided, that the Preſident, Vice-Preſident, and 


Treaſurers, above-named, ſhould, before "OP enter upon 
os ear 


* 


N 1 os 

. G | 3 | 2 
their Places, take their Oaths before the Lord Chancellor, 

faithfully to execute their reſpective Truſts: And that all 


er Members of the ſaid Corporation, before they act 


the 
ts; and all ſucceeding Preſidents, Vice-Preſidents, 


as 


_ Treaſurers, Aſſiſtants, and all other their inferior Officers, 


ſhould take the like Oath, before the Perſons by the faid 


CHARTER impowered to adminiſter the me. Fit 


And that the Loꝛd Archbiſhop: of Canterburp, 


Lo:d High ChanceUloz of England, Lozd Arch⸗ 


biſhop of Pozk, oz Loꝛd Keeper of the Great Seal 


of England, Loꝛd High Treaſurer, Loꝛd Biſhop - 
Lord Mayo? of 


of London, Lozd Almoner, and the 
London for the Time being, ſhould be Viſitors of the ſaid 
Corporation, and ſettle all Differences about the Govern- 
ment thereof, and the Diſpoſition of their Revenues. 


Since which, the Revenues of the Corporation being in- 


creaſed to near 20001. per Annum, by the charitable 
Benęfactions of ſeveral well-diſpoſed Perſons ; and the 
Corporation having repreſented the ſame by their 


Humble Petition to his moſt Gracious Majeſiy King 
George I. his Majefly was phaſed to grant his Royal 


. Licence, dated the 16th Day of December, in the 

_firft Year of bis Reign, to enable the Corporation 70 

mate further Purchaſes and Acquiſitions, not exceeding 
.. . $oool. per Anum. : ve 
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